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The Company maintains six business offices throughout its service area providing customers with 
access to a customer service representative either in person or via a local telephone number or toll-free 
telephone number during normal business hours. Customers also have access to the repair service and 
internet help desk twenty-four hours a day. seven days a week by calling a toll-free number, or by calling 
one of the business office numbers, which forward to these services after hours. 
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Cenification of Functionality in Emergencv Situation 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (hereinafter '·The 

Company") hereby certifies that it is able to function in emergency situations as set forth 

in §54.202(a)(2). 1 The Company"s critical network infrastructure is designed to remain 

functional in emergency situations without an external power source, is able to reroute 

traffic around damaged facilities, and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from 

emergency situations as required by Section 54.202(a)(2). The Company can take 

reasonable steps to reroute traffic around damaged facilities and manage traffic spikes 

throughout its network. as emergency situations require. 

Specifically, each central office building is supplied with standby generators and 

battery back-up that enable the central office· to keep running until power is restored so 

long as fuel is available and the facility can be safely accessed, or until reasonable system 

changes are made to reroute traffic. 

The capacity of the Company to function in emergency situations encompasses 

both voice and broadband. 

Section 54.202(a)(2) requires ETCs that are designated by the Commission to "demonstrate its ability to 

remain functional in emergency situations, including a demonstration that it has a reasonable amount of back­

up power to ensure functionality without an external power source, is able to reroute traffic around damaged 

facilities, and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations." 
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Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. 

Description of Tribal Engagement 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (hereinafter "the Company"), study area 

391640, provides services to a small area on the Yankton Sioux Reservation. On October 15, 

2014, by letter sent via certified mail to the Tribal Chairman, the Company requested a joint 

meeting with the Yankton Sioux Tribe to exchange information and discuss issues related to the 

deployment and provisioning of communications services on Tribal lands. The Company did not 

receive a response to the first letter; therefore, a follow up letter was sent via certified mail to 

the Tribal Chairman on December 3, 2014. No response was received from the follow up letter. 

The Company received the signed certified receipts back for both letters confirming delivery to 

the Chairman's office. 

In accordance with provisions in the FCC's USF and ICC Transformation Order, paragraphs 636 

and 637, and 47 CFR 54.313(a)(9), Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. will 

again attempt to organize a joint meeting with the Yankton Sioux Tribe in 2015. If successful 

the Company, with Tribal input, will continue to evaluate the need for future service 

deployments on Tribal lands while working to overcome challenges associated with right-of­

way and permitting processes. The feasibility and sustainability of communications services on 

Tribal lands will be discussed and the Company will, with assistance from the Tribal authorities, 

attempt to identify additional steps that can be taken to make essential communications 

services deployed on Tribal lands both feasible and sustainable. The Company and Tribal 

authorities will also discuss and explore ways in which they can coordinate to ensure that 

services are marketed on tribal lands in a manner that will relate to the community and 

resonate with consumers, with the aim of increasing service adoption. 
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Lifeline Terms and Conditions 

Golden West Tete'communications Cooperative, Inc. offers Lifeline program-supported service to qualified 
low-income residential consumers for one telephone line per eligible household. The Lifeline program 
provides discounts to eligible low-income consumers to help them establish and maintain telephone service. 
Lifeline assistance lowers the cost of basic, monthly local telephone service. Eligible consumers can 
receive $9.25 per month in discounts. In addition. the Federal Universal Service Charge is not assessed 
to consumers participating in Lifeline. Toll Blocking prevents the placement of all long distance calls for 
which a subscriber would be charged. Toll blocking is available to eligible consumers at no cost. 

Lifeline Proaram Eligibility Information 

Program Based Eligibility 

Consumers are eligible for Lifeline if they, one of their dependents or their household participate in one of 
the following qualifying assistance programs: 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8) 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
Medicaid 
National School Lunch Program's Free Lunch Program 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating eligibility either through participation in one 
of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based means. 

Acceptable documentation of program-based eligibility includes: current or prior year's statement of benefits 
from a qualifying state, federal or Tribal program; notice letter of participation in a qualifying state, federal 
or Tribal program; program participation documents; or another official document evidencing the 
consumer's participation in a qualifying state, federal or Tribal program. 

Income Based Eligibility 

In addition, consumers are eligible for Lifeline if their household income is at or below 135% of the federal 
poverty guidelines. 

2015 Federal Poverty Guidelines-135% 

Household Size 48 Contiguous Alaska Hawaii 
States and D.C. 

1 $15,889 $19,872 $18 292 
2 $21 505 $26 892 $24 745 
3 $27 121 $33 912 $31198 
4 $32,737 $40,932 $37,651 
5 $38,353 $47 952 $44.104 
6 $43,969 $54,972 $50.557 
7 $49 585 $61,992 $57,010 
8 $55,201 $69,012 $63 463 
For each additional $5,616 $7,020 $6,453 
oerson, add 

P.O. !lox 411 • 415 Crown Stn.x-t, Wall, SD 57i90 • 605-2i9-2 l 6 I • Fax: 605-2i9·272i • info@'-goldenw<>st.~OJn • \\'W\\'.goldenw<>st.c~m 
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Acceptable documentation of income eligibility includes: prior year's state, federal or Tribal tax return; 
current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub; social security statement of benefits; 
Veterans Administration statement of benefits; retirement/pension statement of benefits; 
unemployment/workmen's compensation statement of benefits; federal or Tribal notice of letter participating 
in General Assistance; or a divorce decree or child support award or other official document containing 
income information. 

Tribal Eliglbllltv 

A subscriber who lives on Tribal lands and is an eligible resident of Tribal lands is eligible for Tribal Lifeline 
service or Tribal Link Up if the subscriber, one or more of the subscriber's dependents, or the subscriber's 
household participates in any of the above-listed qualifying assistance programs or one of the following 
Tribal-specific federal assistance programs: Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance; Tribally 
Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; Head Start (if income eligibility criteria are met); 
or the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR). Tribal subscribers may also qualify if the 
household income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Subscribers eligible for Tribal 
Lifeline may receive their basic monthly telephone service at no charge. 

Numbers of Mlnuttt-of-Uae Provided as Part of L!fellne Proaram Sery!ce 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, lnc.'s Voice Lifeline service includes unlimited local 
minutes-of-use within the toll-free calling area. Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, lnc.'s Voice 
Lifeline Plan does not include any free minutes-of-use for toll. Toll is billed at the standard toll rate 
depending on which interexchange carrier the consumer subscribes to for toll service. As part of the Lifeline 
service, toll blocking is available to eligible consumers at no cost. 

Subscribers may receive the Lifeline credit on any type or grade of local service, including bundled services 
that are normally offered by Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative. Inc. Advertised rates do not 
include any applicable taxes or surcharges. 

Recertlflcatjon of Lifeline Eltalbllttv 

Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility annually. Failure to property recertify a recipient's 
continued eligibility for the Lifeline program will result in termination of the Lifeline recipienrs monthly 
Lifeline discount and de-enrollment from the Lifeline Program. 

Additional Llfellne Proaram Information 

The Lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or wireless service. 
A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program. as an individual or group of individuals who 
live together at the same address and share income and expenses. Lifeline is a government benefit 
program. and consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished 
by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. 
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Golden West Telecommunications - Armour (SAC 391640) 

Response to Line 3010- Milestone Certification (47 CFR §54.313(t)(l)(i)) 

Golden West Telecommunications - Armour, study area 391640, hereby certifies that 

throughout 2014, it took reasonable steps to provide upon reasonable request broadband service at 

actual speeds of at least 4 Mbps downstream/ 1 Mbps upstream, and currently, it is taking 

reasonable steps to provide upon reasonable request actual speeds of at least 10 Mbps 

downstream/I Mbps upstream broadband service at with latency suitable for real-time 

applications, including Voice over Internet Protocol, and usage capacity that is reasonably 

comparable to comparable offerings in urban areas as detennined in an annual survey, and that 

requests for such service are met within a reasonable amount of time. 
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Golden West Telecommunications -Armour (Study Area 391640) 

Response to Line 3012 - List of Community Anchor Institutions to Wh.ich the ETC Newly 

Began Providing Service 

The FCC's USFIJCC Transformation Order requires a listing of community anchor 

institutions to which the ETC newly began providing broadband service. Golden West 

Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc., study area 391640, did not newly begin providing 

community anchor institutions with access to broadband service in calendar year 2014. 



According to the Paperwork Reduction Act or •99s. an apcy nlay not conduct or sponsor. and a person is not required to respond to, a collection oftnformation un1m it displ1ys a valid OMB control number. The valid 
OMB control number for thi1 information collt"Cdon ii OS72-003 I. The time required to complete thi.'l information oollection is estimated 10 avertge 4 hours per ruponK, loeludina the time for reviewing in."1l'Uctions.. 
searching existing dat1 IOU:rccs., gatheri and m1Jnt1ining lhe data nctdtd~ and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

USDMWS T1rJs daUJ .. m b< .,.,, /1y RVS to re11.,., yowr fi•onclol s/Jliatiolo. Yow respo .. e is required by 7 U.S.C. 901 el seq. 
and. sid>oct to 'tderalla•~ 01td r '4rloJu Ila/ ill · , ..-ill be trwtd as con dal. 
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BORROWER NAME 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. 

(Prepared with Audited Data) 

UCT/ONS-SubMit rtpon to RUS "'f/Ain 30 days aj/tr close of tire ~riod. 
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PERIOD ENDING 

December, 2014 
BORROWER OESIGNATION 

SD0508 

CERTIFICATION 
We l1ertby ctrlify tltat lhe tntrits in this report are in accvrdanat witl1 tlte accounlS and other records of the system and rtjltct the st<Uus of the system 
to the btst of our knowledge and belief 
ALL INSURANCE REQUIRED BY 7 CFR PART 1788, CHAPTER XVII, RUS, WAS IN FORCE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD AND 
RENEWALS HAVE BEEN OBTAINED FOR ALL POLICIES. 

DUIUN<; THt: l'l!:RIOD C:OVt:KIW BY THIS Rl!:l'ORT PURSUANT 'l'O PART 171111Ot ' 7<.:•'R C HAP'l't:R XVII 
(Check one ol lhe folowfng) 

l!J All of the obligations under the RUS loan documents 
have been fulNled In all material respecta. 

Denny Law 3/27/2015 
DATE 

D There has been • derautt In the fulfillment of the obligations 
under the RUS loan c:loc:uments. Said default(•) ls/are 
specifically described In the Telecom 0p8Nlting Reporl 

PART BALANCESHEET 

ASSETS UABIUTIES AND STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY 

CURRENT ASSETS 

1 . Cash and Equivalents 

2. Cash-RUS Construction Fund 

3. Aff~iates: 

a. Telecom, Accounts Receivable 

b. Other Accounts Receivable 

c. Noles Receivable 

4. Non-Affiliates; 

a. Telecom, Accounts Receivable 

b. Other Accounts Receivable 

c. Notes Receivable 

5. Interest and Dividends Receivable 

9. Other Current Assets 

10. Total Current Atseta 1 Thru 9 

NONCURRENT ASSETS 

11. Investment in Aff~lated Com enies 

12. Other Investments 

a. Rural Development 

b. Nonrural Development 

13. lated Investments 

14. Other Noncurrent Assets 

15. Deferred Ch 

16. Jurisdictional Differences 

17. Total Noncwnnt Aneta 11thru16 

PLANT, PROPERTY, AND EQUIPMENT 

18. Telecom, Plant-in.Service 

19. Property Held for Future Use 

20. Plant Under Construction 

21. Plant Acf .• Nonop. Plant & Goodwill 

22. Less Accumulated Depreciation 

23. Net Plant 18 thru 21 IH• 22 

24. TOTAL ASSETS (10+17+23) 

Cutrenl Mal UT Oebt·Rl.I'. Dev. 

31. Cumiot Mal -Capital Leases 

32. Income Taxes Accrued 

33. Othe1 Taxes Accrued 

34. Other Cumiot Liabilities 

35. Total C~nt Ll•bllitlH 25 lhru 34 

LONG-TERM DEBT 

36. Funded Debt-RUS Notes 

Funded Debt-RTB Notes 

38. Funded Oebl·FFB Notes 

50. Total Clt1er Liabiitiea and Oefe<red Ctedil9 47 llvu 49 

Total Equity= - % of Total Assets Page 1 of6 
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PERIOD ENDING 

December, 2014 

PART 8 . STATEMENTS OF INCOME AND RETAINED EARNINGS OR MARGINS 

ITEM 
PRIOR YEAR 

1. Local Network Services Revenues .---~-· --

2. Network Access Services Revenues • • 3. Long Distance Network Services Revenues I • 
4. Carrier Billing and Collection Revenues I • 
5. Miscellaneous Revenues I • 
6. Uncollectible Revenues I • 
7. Net Operating Revenues (1 thru 5 less 6) I • 
8. Plant Specific Operations Expense I • 
9. Plant Nonspecific Operations Expense (Excluding Depreciation & Amortization) I • 

10. Depreciation Expense I • 
11 . Amortization Expense I • 
12. Customer Operations Expense I • 
13. Corporate Operations Expense I • 
14. Total Operating Expenses (8 thru 13) I • 
15. Operating Income or Margins (7 less 14} I • 
16. Other Operating Income and Expenses I • 
17. State and Local Taxes I • 
18. Federal Income Taxes I • 
19. Other Taxes I • 
20. Total Operating Taxes (17+18+19) I • 

1. Net Operating Income or Margins (15+16-20) I • 
22. lnte<est on Funded Debt I • 
23. Interest Expense - Capital Leases I • 
24. Other Interest Expense I • 
25. Allowance for Funds Used During Construction I • 
26. Total Fixed Charges (22+23+24-25) I • 
27. Nonoperating Net Income I • 
28. Extraordinary Items I • 
29. Jurisdictional Differences I • 
30. Nonregulated Net Income I • 

Total Net Income or Margins (21+27+28+29+30-26) I • 
32. Total Taxes Based on Income I • 
33. Retained Earnings or Margins Beginning-of-Year I • 
34. Miscellaneous Credits Year-to-Date I • 
35. Dividends Declared (Common) I • 
36. Dividends Declared Preferred) I • 
37. Other Debits Year-to-Date I • 
38. Transfers to Patronage Capital I • 
39. Retained Earnings or Margins End-of-Period [(31+33+34) - (35+36+37+38)) I • 

0. Patronage Capital Beginning-of-Year I • 
41 . Transfers to Patronage Capital I • 

2. Patronage Capital Credits Retired I • 
3. Patronage Capital End-of-Year (40+41°'"'2) I • 

Annual Debt Service Payments 

Cash Ratio [(14+20-10-11) / 7] 
I • 
I • 

Operating Accrual Ratio [(14+20+26) / 7] I • 
7. TIER ((31+26)/ 26] I • 
8. C (31 2 0 1} I •----- - • 

THIS YEA~ 

Page 2 of 6 
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Part C. SUBSCRIBER ACCESS LINE ROUTE MILE & IDGH SPEED DATA INFORMA TlON 



Mobile Wireless 

Route Mileage 
Outside Exchange 
Area 

Total 

No. Exchan es 

USDA-RUS 
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INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bull&tin 1744-2 
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PERIOD ENDED 

December. 2014 



EXCHANGE 
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Part C. SUBSCRIBER ACCESS LINE ROUfE MILE & mGH SPEED DATA JNFORMA TJON 
4. BROADBAND SERVICE 

; t tt I ................ I .• I ; I I I . 1 • ; I t • I • .. t t t .. . : .. .. 
. e . , . 

Number Of 
Subscribers 

II ' •• I ' 

II 1• • I • •• • I 
II :. • I • •• • I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II I • I I •• I I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II :. • I • •• • I 
II :• • I • •• • I 
II 1• • ,, • •• • I 
II 'I • I I •• I I 
II • • • •• • I 
II I • I •• I I 
II ii • I •• I I 
II 1• • • •• • I 
II 1• • • •• • I 
II I • I •• I I 
II • • • •• • I 
II • • • •• • I 
II ,. • • •• • I 
II 1• • • •• • I 
II 'I • I •• I I 
II • • • •• • I 
II I • I •• I I 
II :• • • •• • I 
II 1• • • •• • I 
II ,. • • •• • I 
II 11 • :I I •• I I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II • • .I • •• • I 
II 1• • ;1 • •• • I 
II 1• • 11 • •• • I 
II • • 'I • •• • I 
II I • I I •• I I 
II 11 • .I I •• I I 
II !I • 11 I •• I I 
II • • .1 • •• • I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II I • I I •• I I 
II ii • I I •• I I 
II • • ll • •• • I 
II • • • •• • I 
II • • 'I • •• • I 
II • • I • •• • I 
II 1• • I • •• • I 

I I 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRUCTIONS- See RUS Bulletin 1744-2 

I. No. Pllllt Employw; 2. No. Other Employees 

1. Study Area ID Code( s) 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

I. 

9·-------
h. -------
j . ______ _ 

PARTD. SYSTEMDATA 

3. Squaze Miles Served 

PARTE. TOLL DATA 

2. Types of Toll Settlements (Check one) 

Interstate: 

Intrastate: 

BORROWER DESIGNATION 

SD0508 

PERIOD ENDING 

December, 2014 

4. Access Lines per Square Mile 

I Average Schedule 

I Average Schedule 

PART F. FUNDS INVESTED IN PLANT DURING YEAR 

1. RUS, RTB, & FFB Loan Funds Expended 

2. Other Long-Term Loan Funds Ex nded 

3. Funds Ex nded Under RUS Interim Approval 

6. Salva ed Materials 

7. Contribution in Aid to Construction 

8. Gross Additions to Telerom. Plant (1 thru 7) 

PART G. INVESTMENTS IN AFFILIATED COMPANIES 

S. Subscribers per Route Mjle 

I CostBasis 

I Cost Basis 

CURRENT YEAR DATA CUMULATIVE DATA 

INVESTMENTS Investment lncomelloss 

This Year This Year 

(a) 

1. Investment in Affiliated Com anies • Rural Development 

2. Investment In Affiliated Companies · Nonrural Development 

Cumulative 

Investment 

To Date 

Cumulative 

lncomelloss 

To Date 

Current 

Balance 
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PART H. CURRENT DEPRECIATION RATES 

Are corporation's depreciation rates approved by the regulatory authority 
with jurisdiction over the provision of telephone services? (Check one) 

EQUIPMENT CATEGORY 

1. Land and su ort assets - Motor Vehicles 

2. Land and support assets - Aircraft 

6. Land and su ort assets - Furniture and Office equipment 

7. Land and support assets - General purpose computers 

8. 

9. & Electro-mechanical 

10. 

11 . Central Office Transmission - Radio Systems 

13. 

14. Information origination/termination - Customer premises wirin 

15. Information origination/termination - Lar e rivate branch exchanges 

16. Information origination/termination - Public telephone terminal equi ment 

17. Information ori ination/termination - Other terminal equipment 

18. Cable and wire facilities - Poles 

19. Cable and wire facilities -Aerial cable - Metal 

20. Cable and wire facilities - Aerial cable - Fiber 

21 . Cable and wire facilities - Underground cable - Metal 

22. Cable and wire facilities - Underground cable - Fiber 

23. Cable and wire facilities - Buried cable - Metal 

24. Cable and wire facilities - Buried cable - Fiber 

25. Cable and wire facilities - Conduit systems 

I n ir ·ii t 

• YES • NO 

DEPRECIATION RATE 

Page of6 
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INSTRUCTIONS - See help in the online application. 

PART 1- STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

eginning Cash (Cash and Equivalents plus RUS Construction Fund) 

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 

2. Net Income 

Ad 0ustments to Reconcile Net Income to Net Cash Provided b Operating Activities 

4. Add: Amortization 

5. 

Changes in Operating Assets and Uabilities 

6. Decrease/ Increase) In Accounts Receivable 

7. 
8. ar 

D 

11 . 

In Other Current Liabilities 

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
14. 

15. 

18. 

19. lncrease/(Decrease In Ca ital Stock, Paid-in Capital, Membershi and Ca ital Certificates & Other Ca ital 

20. Less: Pa ment of Dividends 

21 . Less: Patrons e Capital Credits Retired 
22. Other (ExDlain) 

23. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Financing Activities 

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES 

24. Net Capital Expenditures (Property, Plant & Equipment) 

25. Other Long-Term Investments 

26. Other Noncurrent Assets & Jurisdictional Differences 

27. Other (Explain) __ ...................... ... 
28. Net Cash Provlded/(Used) by Investing Activities 

29. Net lncrease/(Decrease) In Cash 

30. Ending Cash 

Revision Date 2010 
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NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 
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CERTIFICATION LOAN DEFAULT NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 


